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“In her energetic debut novel, the sprawling literary thriller Dancing with the Tiger, Lili Wright
straddles borders and genres - Take [a] high-stakes game of keepaway, add several pairs of
lovers, and you have everything you could want in a summer caper. But Darncing with the Tiger has
literary ambitions as well. It strives to comment on grief, love, citizenship, the human spirit, the
impulse to wear a mask (whether literal, as here, or metaphorical) and a host of other elevated
themes. Quite often, it hits the mark. Toggling among nearly a dozen points of view, Wright
demonstrates her range as a storyteller--- The result is a novel that vacillates in tone and genre. At
times the narrative is as heavy as the air before a storm, wrestling with life’s persistent questions;
at other times it zips along, aiming [for] thrills and surprises - [A] real romp; chapters end like
old—school cliffhangers. Peppered throughout, blocks of delightful prose enjoy a laugh at the
novel's (and the genre’s) expense [and] every page is shot through with golden threads of
striking images---The chorus of the many voices of Oaxaca — expats, tourists and locals alike —
creates a siren song that keeps you turning the pages. This novel has much in common with Anna’s
favorite drink, the margarita, said to be the brainchild of an American Mexiphile: It’s salty—sweet,

refreshing and more powerful than you think.” —New York Times Book Review

“A whirling tale of art and its sometimes sordid acquisition:- [In] short, punchy chapters:--
[ Dancing with the Tiger] races through the antics of---[a] rapacious cadre of thieves, collectors,

murderers, bounty hunters and art lovers--- [Wright] explores the ethical implications of collecting




EYA NEWSLETTER
Wednesday, 27", July, 2016

and its scent of exploitation [and] takes us into the underground world of art laundering, where
stolen objects are washed clean by corrupt dealers with fake provenance papers-- [Lots of]

valuable insights to unearth in this wild novel.” —7he Washington Post

“The fast—paced, 450-page literary thriller combines mystical realism with reporter—solid
revelations about Mexico’s drug war and the issue of relic repatriation in the art world. Set largely
in Oaxaca, Mexico, it's an immersive exploration of place and cultural veneration of the sacred

object.” —Outside

“A fast-moving [and] intricately wrought thriller. Clearly written with great care, the novel plumbs
the depths of love and obsession in complex yet delicately woven themes: - [a] journey of
self-discovery [set] within a powerful story full of danger and pathos that will appeal to fans of

Megan Abbott, Denise Mina, and Minette Walters.” —Book/ist (starred review)

“Thrilling... A deep look at what it means to be masked, Wright's novel is a worthwhile read for
anyone in search of an authentically flawed heroine who learns to remove her own mask in a world
where remaining hidden feels like the safest option.” —Publishers Weekly
“[A] fresh, non-stop story that will appeal to fans of all types of suspense fiction” —Suspense

Magazine
And following are two high—profile mentions in summer round-ups:
A Cosmopolitan Summer beach read:

http://www.cosmopolitan.com/entertainment/books/g5693/beach-reads—summer—2016/?slid

e=12

One of National Geographic’'s “12 Travel Books to Read Before Summer Is Over”:

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/travel-interests/tips—and—advice/summer-reading

—list—travel-books/
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